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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                   Contact: Pat Barta
July 30, 2007                                                                                                                       (609) 883-2235

                                                                                                                     patbarta@communityplans.net

COMMUNITY PARTNERS, INC. WINS THE
SECOND “SUPPORTING THE SAFETY NET” AWARD
(Washington, DC) –The Association for Community Affiliated Plans (ACAP), an organization of Medicaid-focused community affiliated health plans committed to improving the health of vulnerable populations, announces Community Partners, Inc. of Amherst, Massachusetts as the recipient of ACAP’s second “Supporting the Safety Net” award. “We are thrilled to see Community Partners recognized for their significant contributions to making Massachusetts’ health reform a reality,” said Christina Severin, executive director of Network Health, the Massachusetts-based health plan that nominated Community Partners for the ACAP award. “Network Health and Community Partners share a commitment to making affordable, high-quality health care accessible to low- and moderate-income residents, and we have been honored to work with Community Partners to achieve our shared mission.”

Community Partners has created “one-stop shopping” for outreach workers by developing and maintaining a comprehensive Web site and online catalogue of documents, tools, meetings, and information on publicly funded health programs. In addition, Community Partners has developed in-person and online forums and other unique services to promote sharing of information about Massachusetts’ recent landmark health reform among outreach workers, advocacy groups, government agencies, and other pertinent parties. Community Partners’ work thus directly contributes to the goal of health reform — to ensure that all Massachusetts residents have access to affordable, high-quality health care.
The replicable and sustained work of Community Partners, Inc. will be highlighted in a future ACAP staff roundtable for quality managers and disease management directors of ACAP’s member plans. "This is an excellent community-based program that reduces the number of uninsured. ACAP is pleased to recognize the outstanding work of Community Partners," said Sylvia Kelly, President and CEO of Community Health Network of Connecticut and the co-chair of ACAP’s Quality Management committee. 
About Network Health
Since 1997, Network Health has provided access to high-quality health care to low- and moderate-income residents of Massachusetts. Based in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Network Health is a comprehensive health plan serving members through its Network Health Together™ (MassHealth) and Network Health Forward™ (Commonwealth Care) plans. 

Network Health is nationally recognized for its integrated model of care, which provides a team of in-house medical, mental health, social service, and pharmacy professionals to coordinate the care of members with complex health needs and address the non-medical barriers to care.  In its efforts to improve the health and well-being of its members and their diverse communities, Network Health partners with a growing network of more than 12,000 primary care providers, specialists, hospitals, and community organizations, serving more than 120,000 members in more than 300 cities and towns across Massachusetts.
The Association for Community Affiliated Plans is a national trade organization representing 34 non-profit safety net health plans that serve more than 4 million Americans in Medicare, Medicaid, and other public health programs.
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